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Disclaimer

Materials presented today are for informational purposes only 
and are not legal advice. The information disseminated today 
and statements made by USCIS personnel are intended solely 
for the purpose of providing public outreach to the agency’s 
stakeholders about issues of mutual interest. It is not intended 
to, does not, and may not be relied upon to create any right or 
benefit.
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Speakers and Agenda

Introduction and Overview
Dawn Hart, Community Relations Specialist, Office of Citizenship, 
Partnership and Engagement

Process Overview
Josh Rigney, Policy Analyst, USCIS Office of Policy & Strategy

How to File Form I-134A Online
 Quinn Andrus, Outreach Specialist, Digital Services Division
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OVERVIEW

Josh Rigney, Policy Analyst
USCIS Office of Policy & Strategy



Overview
• July 10, 2023—Federal Register published notices 

for family reunification parole (FRP) processes for 
Colombia, El Salvador, Guatemala & Honduras.

• Aug. 11, 2023—Federal Register published notices 
that updated existing FRP processes for Cuba & 
Haiti.

• Allows eligible nationals from these countries and 
their immediate family members to be considered 
for parole into the United States for up to 3 years.

• By Invitation Only—Only available to petitioners 
with an approved Form I-130, Petition for Alien 
Relative.

5

Licensed image from the Microsoft PowerPoint image gallery.   



PROCESS OVERVIEW

Josh Rigney, Policy Analyst
USCIS Office of Policy & Strategy



Definition of Terms
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Term Definition

Petitioner A U.S. citizen or U.S. permanent resident in the United States whose Form I-130, Petition for Alien 
Relative, was approved. *Only petitioners who receive an invitation can submit Form I-134A.

Beneficiaries Family members for whom Form I-130 was filed and approved. Beneficiaries may receive parole under 
family reunification processes to enter the United States for up to 3 years.

Principal 
beneficiary

A family member for whom a petitioner filed Form I-130.  This includes:
• Unmarried sons and daughters of U.S. citizens.
• Spouses, children (under 21), and unmarried sons/daughters (21 or older) of permanent residents.
• Married sons and daughters of U.S. citizens.
• Siblings of U.S. citizens.

Derivative 
beneficiaries

A principal beneficiary’s spouse and unmarried children under age 21. They may also be listed on the 
approved Form I-130.

Add-on 
derivative 

beneficiary

If principal beneficiary marries or has a child after USCIS approves Form I-130, their spouse or 
unmarried child under 21 may become an add-on derivative beneficiary and may be eligible for parole.

https://www.uscis.gov/i-130
https://www.uscis.gov/i-130


FRP Requires an Invitation

• Family reunification parole is available by invitation only to:

o Nationals of Colombia, Cuba, El Salvador, Guatemala, Haiti, and Honduras 
who are principal beneficiaries of an approved Form I-130, and their 
immediate family members.

o Petitioners may submit Form I-134A on behalf of family members only if they 
receive a written invitation from the Department of State.

• Petitioners must submit Form I-134A within one year.

• USCIS has an invitation search tool at: uscis.gov/frpinvitations.
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Step 1: Petitioner Receives Invitation

• Invitation: An invitation will be emailed or mailed 
to petitioner who filed the approved Form I-130.

• Instructions: Invitation will explain how to be 
considered under FRP.

• Identifying Number: Each invitation will have an 
identifying number the petitioner must include in 
Form I-134A.
o Petitioner must include identifying number for 

each beneficiary and derivative beneficiary 
listed on Form I-134A.

9

Sample invitation letter 
showing identifying number.



Step 2: Petitioner Submits Form I-134A

Petitioner submits Form I-134A online for each beneficiary 
through the USCIS online account.
 If someone other than the invited Form I-130 petitioner submits 

Form I-134A, we will not confirm it.

Eligibility requirements:
• Petitioner must show they can financially support the beneficiary.
• Petitioner may include co-supporters.
• Family must provide evidence of family relationships between 

principal beneficiary and derivative and add-on derivative 
beneficiaries in Form I-134A for each beneficiary.

• All evidence submitted must have a full certified English translation.
• Petitioner must clear background checks.
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Step 3: Beneficiary Submits Biographic Info
Principal Beneficiary:
• If USCIS confirms Form I-134A, beneficiary receives 

email from USCIS on how to create a USCIS online 
account and the next steps in the process.

• Beneficiary confirms biographic information and 
attests to meeting eligibility requirements.

• Beneficiary gets a panel physician exam and then 
attests to completing medical requirements after the 
medical exam is complete.
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• If a beneficiary attests to medical requirements before a panel physician 
completes their medical exam, the beneficiary will be denied travel authorization.

Licensed image from the Microsoft PowerPoint image gallery.   



Step 4: CBP One Mobile Application
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Beneficiary must use      
CBP One mobile app to:
• Enter biographic information. 
• Provide passport scan. 
• Submit live photo.

Courtesy of U.S. Customs and Border Protection



Step 5: Advance Travel Authorization
• CBP will post travel authorization determination to 

beneficiary’s USCIS online account. (The petitioner 
will not have access to the travel document.)

• Advance travel authorization is valid for 90 days.

• Beneficiaries must arrange and pay for their travel to 
U.S. Derivative beneficiaries must travel with or after 
the principal beneficiary.

• CBP makes final parole determination when 
beneficiary is processed at U.S. port of entry.

• A beneficiary must have a valid passport, or other 
acceptable documentation as described in invitation 
letter sent to petitioner.
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Step 6: Seeking Parole at U.S. Port of Entry

• CBP makes a final discretionary decision on 
whether to grant parole.

• Decisions are made on a case-by-case basis 
when beneficiary arrives and is processed at a 
U.S. port of entry.
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Step 7: Beneficiary is Paroled Into U.S.

• People granted parole are generally 
paroled into U.S. for up to 3 years.

• Parolees may apply for an Employment 
Authorization Document (EAD) 
by submitting Form I-765, Application for 
Employment Authorization.

• We encourage parolees to submit          
Form I-765 online at my.uscis.gov.

• If approved, EAD is valid for authorized 
period of parole.
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Eligibility Requirements

Josh Rigney, Policy Analyst
USCIS Office of Policy & Strategy



Who Is Eligible to Submit Form I-134A
(Petitioners)
Who can submit Form I-134A under FRP?
• U.S. citizens or lawful permanent residents 

who:
o Submitted Form I-130 for a family 

member (the principal beneficiary) and 
USCIS approved it.

o Received an invitation by mail or email 
to initiate the process as a supporter of 
the principal or derivative beneficiaries.
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Who Can Be a Beneficiary Under FRP?

To qualify for parole under FRP, a beneficiary must: 

• Be outside the United States.

• Be the principal beneficiary (or derivative beneficiary spouse or child) of an 
approved Form I-130, Petition for Alien Relative. 

• Be a national of one of the six countries in the FRP process, or a derivative 
beneficiary spouse or child of a principal beneficiary from one of those countries.

• Have a petitioning relative in the U.S. who received an invitation to be a 
supporter who then filed Form I-134A that USCIS confirmed.

• Not have already received an immigrant visa. 

• Have an unexpired passport valid for international travel.
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Derivative Beneficiaries

• The principal beneficiary’s spouse and unmarried children (under 21) are called 
derivative beneficiaries. They may also eligible for parole under FRP. 

• Petitioner must file Form I-134A for derivative beneficiaries at the same time 
they file Form I-134A for the principal beneficiary. 

• Derivative beneficiaries are only eligible for travel authorization if CBP approves 
travel authorization to the principal beneficiary.

• If petitioner does not submit Form I-134A for principal beneficiary, or if USCIS or 
CBP determine the principal beneficiary is not eligible, their derivative 
beneficiaries will not be eligible.
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Who Is Not Eligible to be a Beneficiary?

Nationals from Colombia, El Salvador, Honduras, and Guatemala are 
ineligible for FRP if they:

• Entered the United States without inspection after July 10, 2023;  

• Were interdicted at sea after July 10, 2023;

• Were ordered removed from U.S. within the past five years; or 

• Are inadmissible based on a prior removal order.
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Updates to the Cuban and Haitian Family
Reunification Parole Processes
• Aug. 11, 2023--DHS announced updates to the Cuban and Haitian FRP 

processes.

• These processes remain available on an invitation-only basis.

• They will follow the same steps as FRP processes for Colombia, El 
Salvador, Honduras, and Guatemala.

• The previous Haitian FRP process required that the underlying Form     I-
130 was approved by USCIS on or before Dec. 18, 2014. This requirement 
no longer applies.
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Filings Under Previous Cuban Family 
Reunification Parole (CFRP)
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• USCIS will mail notices to petitioners who submitted 
Form I-131, Application for Travel Document, under the 
previous CFRP, where the Cuban beneficiary is waiting 
for an interview.

• Notice explains how they can participate in the updated 
FRP process for Cubans.

• If petitioner wants consideration under new FRP, they 
must submit Form I-134A, Online Request to be a 
Supporter and Declaration of Financial Support.

• Petitioner can also choose to continue with previous 
CFRP process. In this case, the petitioner does not need 
to do anything.

Petitioners can stay with previous 
CFRP process or switch to new FRP.



Employment Authorization Document
• Certain noncitizens need to apply for 

Employment Authorization Document 
(EAD) to work legally in U.S.

• An EAD can be used as proof of your 
identity and authorization to work.

• When you apply for an EAD, you can also 
request a Social Security number to get a 
Social Security card.
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How Do I Apply for an Employment 
Authorization Document?
You must submit Form I-765, Application for Employment Authorization

• You can submit the form two ways:

1. Online at my.uscis.gov

• You will need to create a free USCIS online account.

2. On paper by mailing us a paper Form I-765 found at uscis.gov/i-765.
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Filing Form I-134A Online

Quinn Andrus, Outreach Specialist



Filing Form I-134A Online
• Creating a USCIS Online Account
• Submitting your form online

• Uploading evidence
• Checking for errors
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Creating a USCIS Online Account
Access myUSCIS here:
• uscis.gov
• my.uscis.gov
• myaccount.uscis.gov

• Video on how to create 
an account: uscis.gov/file-
online/how-to-create-a-uscis-
online-account
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Onboarding Page
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Filing Form I-134A
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• Form I-134A is among other forms in 
the drop-down menu.

• Yellow highlighted notes are there to 
help guide you.

• Only the Petitioner of the approved I-
130 may file Form I-134A.

• Form I-134A must be submitted online 
at my.uscis.gov.



Form I-134A Navigation

Form I-134A has eight sections
1. Getting Started.
2. About the supporter.
3. Financial information about the supporter.
4. About the beneficiary.
5. Beneficiary’s financial information.
6. Evidence.
7. Additional information.
8. Review and Submit.
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Who Are You Filing The Form For?

• Select Family Reunification Parole.

• Choose country of nationality.

• Enter invitation number from 
Department of State letter.

• Indicate number of family members 
in family reunification group.
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Your Name
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• Enter your name.

• You must be the petitioner 
on an approved Form I-130.



Relationship to the Beneficiary
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• Choose the relationship 
established by your approved 
Form I-130.
o Example: If you submitted Form I-130 

for your spouse, you would choose 
“Spouse” from the list.



Adding Your Dependents
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• Add the names of people you 
support now. 
o Do not include beneficiary or 

their dependents here.
• If your dependents have 

income, include it.
• If their income will help support 

your beneficiary, list the 
amount.



How Will You Support Your Beneficiary

The form asks:
• What resources will you use to 

cover beneficiary’s basic needs?

• How will you provide housing for 
your beneficiary?

• How will you help beneficiary 
learn English, find work, enroll 
children in school, etc.
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Listing Your Assets
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Did You Submit Form I-134A Before?

• Did you ever submit Form I-134 
or Form I-134A for someone 
else?  

• If yes, you must provide 
information about them.  
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About the Beneficiary

Enter beneficiary details
• Legal name.
• Date of birth.
• Country of birth.
• Country of nationality.
• Gender.
• Mailing address.
• Email address & passport number—

Very important to be accurate!
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Justification for Beneficiary’s Parole
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• Write at least 750 
characters explaining why 
the beneficiary deserves 
favorable discretion.

• If you don’t enter 750 
characters, you will not 
be able to proceed.



Confirm Beneficiary’s Nationality
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Information About Beneficiary

• Provide information about the:
o Beneficiary.
o Derivative beneficiaries, and
o People the beneficiary 

financially supports.
• Enter information about 

income and how that money is 
earned.
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Evidence
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• Form will ask for evidence.
• Read each prompt and upload 

documents.
 For example:
o If you said you are a U.S. citizen, upload 

proof of U.S. citizenship.
o If you listed assets in a savings account, 

upload your bank statement.
o If you said you are married, upload proof of 

your marriage.

• All evidence submitted in a language 
other than English must have a certified 
English translation.

• Pay attention to file rules.



Listing Beneficiary Assets

• Enter beneficiary’s assets (if 
any) and their value.

• Same steps you did earlier 
for supporter assets.
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Beneficiary’s Family Relationships
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• Upload evidence of primary 
beneficiary’s age (the primary 
beneficiary on Form I-130) 

• Upload evidence showing the 
age of any derivative beneficiaries.

• Upload evidence of the relationship 
between principal derivative and 
any derivative beneficiaries.



Additional Information

• Upload any other 
evidence you want to 
provide.

45



Review and Submit

• Check your work. 
• Print your form or 

download a PDF.
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Alerts About Errors
System produces different alerts.
• Red alert is hard stop.
• Yellow alert is soft stop.
• Blue alert is an FYI.
• Green alert is GOOD TO GO.
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Submit Your Form I-134A
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Resources 
Frequently Asked Questions About Family Reunification Parole uscis.gov/FRP

FRP Invitation Lookup Tool uscis.gov/frpinvitations

USCIS Online Account  my.uscis.gov

Technical Support       my.uscis.gov/account/needhelp 

Avoid Immigration Scams  uscis.gov/avoid-scams

CBP One Mobile Application cbp.gov/about/mobile-apps-directory/cbpone

Eligibility for Federal Benefits      acf.hhs.gov/orr/programs/refugees/factsheets

Update Your Address my.uscis.gov or uscis.gov/addresschange
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Concluding Remarks

Thank you for joining today’s session.

To provide additional feedback, please email 
public.engagement@uscis.dhs.gov. 

USCIS is committed to providing accurate and timely information to the public. For more information 
on our national engagements, visit uscis.gov/outreach. We invite you to follow us on Twitter, 
Instagram, YouTube, Facebook, and LinkedIn.
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https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.linkedin.com%2Fcompany%2Fuscis&data=05%7C01%7CNorine.W.Han%40uscis.dhs.gov%7C6306509c935e4787bf5d08da350e77bf%7C5e41ee740d2d4a728975998ce83205eb%7C0%7C0%7C637880633512312814%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=AIOdeMQlKdFp7uJsjFtpGh0lk43XkExWj1xHh1b5EoM%3D&reserved=0


Dissemination

This presentation may not be reproduced or further 
disseminated without the express written consent of USCIS.

Please email the Public Engagement Division at 
public.engagement@uscis.dhs.gov for additional information.
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About this Presentation

Author: USCIS 
Date of last revision: September 8, 2023
This presentation contains no sensitive Personally Identifiable Information (PII).

Any references in documents or text, with the exception of case law, relate to fictitious 
individuals.

USCIS is licensed to use the images in this presentation on a non-exclusive and non-
transferable basis. All other rights to the images, including without limitation and 
copyright, are retained by the owner of the images.
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