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Secretary Antony Blinken
U.S. Department of State
2201 C St, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20520

The Honorable Nancy Pelosi
Speaker

U.S. House of Representatives
204 Capitol Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

The Honorable Charles E. Schumer
Senate Majority Leader

U.S. Senate

322 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington D.C. 20510

The undersigned organizations write to condemn the invasion of Ukraine and express our deep
concern and strong support for the Ukrainian people during this time of crisis. We also urge
quick Executive and Congressional action on immigration rules and research programs to aid
Ukrainian students and researchers and their families in fleeing the country and establishing

themselves elsewhere.

The scientific community of Ukraine is vibrant and contributes to the global advancement of
knowledge and the progress of humanity. Ukrainian scientists, engineers, students, educators and
their families are experiencing a violent occupation of their nation. Their lives are endangered,
and a humanitarian crisis with long-lasting effects is unfolding.

Swift action by the Administration and Congress can make a significant, positive impact on the
outcome of this crisis. Providing aid to Ukrainian students and researchers and their families is
the right, moral, and imperative action that our leaders must immediately undertake. We are
encouraged by and supportive of the Department of Homeland Security’s (DHS) recent decision
to designate Ukraine for Temporary Protected Status for 18 months. This is a first step, as is this
letter, but more needs to be done, and the scientific community is ready to continue working with
the Administration and Congress to do so.
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We urge the Administration to take the following steps, as needed:

e Agencies should use research programs—including grants, scholarships and
stipends—to facilitate Ukrainian students and researchers establishing themselves
in the United States or friendly third-party nations where collaborations already
exist;

e U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) should expedite the issuance
of travel documents, diplomatic notes, and letters of support to facilitate the
evacuation of at-risk Ukrainian students and researchers;

e USCIS should expedite refugee processing in third countries and support Ukrainian
students and researchers awaiting U.S. visa approval without delay;

e The State Department should designate Ukrainian students and researchers as
admissible for refugee status under U.S. Refugee Admissions Program Priority 2
Designation;

e Establish mechanisms for U.S. universities and research institutions to quickly
enroll and hire these students and researchers; and

e Offer flexibility for Ukrainian students and researchers and their families for F, M,
J, and O student and scholar visas.

We urge Congress to take the following steps, as needed:

e Implement any of the above measures legislatively, as needed,

e Consider a legislative solution for Ukrainian students and researchers arriving on
humanitarian parole and those currently in the U.S. to apply for legal residence; and

e Pass and fund humanitarian aid legislation to support researchers in Ukraine.

The above steps will benefit not only Ukraine’s research community but the many refugees
trying to escape the Russian government’s attack.

We recognize that these are only some of the first steps that should be taken and that much
follow-up will be needed by the broader U.S. research community. As always, we are available
to serve as a resource as you consider our proposals.

Sincerely,

Academy for Radiology & Biomedical Imaging Research
American Anthropological Association

American Association for Dental, Oral, and Craniofacial Research
American Association of Geographers

American Association of Physicists in Medicine

American Association of Physics Teachers

American Chemical Society

American Crystallographic Association



American Educational Research Association

American Institute for Medical and Biological Engineering
American Institute of Biological Sciences

American Mathematical Society

American Physical Society

American Society for Cell Biology

American Society of Agronomy

American Society of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene
Association for Psychological Science

Association for Women in Mathematics

AVS - The Society for Science and Technology of Materials, Interfaces, and Processing
Coalition for the Life Sciences

Council of Scientific Society Presidents

Crop Science Society of America

Ecological Society of America

Entomological Society of America

International Wheat Genome Sequencing Consortium
Materials Research Society

National Science Policy Network

Optica (formerly OSA), Advancing Optics and Photonics Worldwide
Sigma Xi, The Scientific Research Honor Society

Society for Research in Child Development (SRCD)

Soil Science Society of America

SPIE, the international society for optics and photonics
The Biophysical Society
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May 16, 2022

Setha Low

President

American Anthropological Association
2200 Wilson Blvd, Suite 600
Arlington, VA 22201-3357

VAO08 Arlington County

Dear Ms. Low:

Thank you for your March 11, 2022 letter to the Department of Homeland Security
(DHS) regarding your support for the Ukrainian people during this time of crisis. Secretary
Mayorkas asked that I respond on his behalf.

On April 21, 2022, DHS announced a new streamlined process, Uniting for Ukraine
(U4U), to provide Ukrainian citizens who fled Russia’s unprovoked war of aggression with
opportunities to come to the United States.! To be eligible, Ukrainians must have been residents
in Ukraine as of February 11, 2022, have a U.S.-based supporter, complete vaccinations and
other public health requirements, and pass biometric and biographic screening and security
background checks.

As of April 25, 2022, U.S.-based individuals interested in supporting Ukrainian
beneficiaries can file a Form 1-134, Declaration of Financial Support, with U.S. Citizenship and
Immigration Services (USCIS) as the first step in the U4U process. Individuals are vetted to
ensure they can assist those they agree to support. USCIS will reach out to the Ukrainians
named in approved Forms 1-134 with instructions on how to initiate vetting and apply for a travel
document that will authorize them to travel to the United States and be considered for parole, on
a case-by-case basis, for a period of two years. Once paroled through this process, Ukrainians
are eligible to apply for employment authorization. More details on who is eligible to provide
support and who can be considered for parole under U4U can be found on the U4U landing

page.?

Secretary Mayorkas also announced the designation of Ukraine for Temporary Protected
Status (TPS) for 18 months to offer protection for individuals who have been residing in the
United States since April 11, 2022 and who are nationals or who last habitually resided in

! See https://www.uscis.gov/humanitarian/uniting-for-ukraine
2 https://www.uscis.gov/humanitarian/uniting-for-ukraine
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Ukraine.®> TPS allows eligible Ukrainian nationals in the United States to remain and authorizes
them to work lawfully. The Department recently published a Federal Register notice with
instructions for applying for TPS and an Employment Authorization Document. In addition,
USCIS recently released an alert providing individuals with critical information about
immigration avenues that may be available entitled, “/mmigration Help Available to Those
Affected by Special Situations, Including the Invasion of Ukraine.”*

To further support the President’s recent commitments, DHS is also working to expand
current legal pathways and develop new programs. We are coordinating our efforts closely with
our European allies and partners who are on the front lines of this refugee crisis. Individuals,
depending on location and circumstances, may be eligible for a nonimmigrant visa, an immigrant
visa, TPS, asylum, the U.S. Refugee Admissions Program, or the new U4U process for applying
for parole.®

Thank you again for your letter and interest in this important issue. Please share this
response with the other organizations that cosigned your letter. Should you require any
additional assistance, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Respectfully,
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Ur M. Jaddou
Director

3 https://www.dhs.gov/news/2022/03/03/secretary-mayorkas-designates-ukraine-temporary-protected-status-18-
months

4 https://www.uscis.gov/newsroom/alerts/immigration-help-available-to-those-affected-by-special-situations-
including-the-invasion-of-ukraine

5 https://www.dhs.gov/sites/default/files/2022-
03/Fact%20Sheet%200n%20DHS%20Efforts%20t0%20Assist%20Ukrainian%20Nationals_1.pdf



