
NEIGHB®vRS 
FOR REFUGEES 

April 15, 2021 

Secretary Alejandro Mayorkas 
Department of Homeland Security 
2707 Martin Luther King Jr. Ave . SE 
Washington DC 20528-0525 

Dear Secretary Mayorkas, 

I am writing to you on behalf of the over 2,000 members and followers of Neighbors For Refugees (NFR) . 
NFR is a grassroots organization located in Mamaroneck, New York. Our mission is to advocate for the 
rights of refugees everywhere and work directly with refugee families to provide them with the 
necessary services, resources, and commun ity support to bolster their resilience, achieve self-sufficiency 
and thrive in their new homes. 

Over the last four years, we have helped hundreds of refugees to adjust to a life in the U.S. and to 
become self-sufficient. Among those families are a number of SIV families from Afghanistan . While their 
specific stories, including how they helped our forces over there, are all different, they all had several 
things in common : they were proud to have helped the U.S., they all ended up living in fear of retaliation 
for that work and they were happy to be here, where their families could be safe and have a future. 

There are many more SIV families in Iraq and Afghanistan who share the pride of helping us and living in 
fear because of that work. I can only imagine how much their fears have only grown due to the 
President's decision to pull all our troops out by September 11th 

. I will not comment on the wisdom of 
that decision or its timing other than to say that it would be wrong if we pull out without keeping our 
promise to bring these individuals and their families to the United States. How can others count on the 

U.S. if we abandon them? 

As president of NFR, and I know I can speak for other organizations like mine, we stand ready to 

welcome and support them. 

Regardless of one's view of the war in Iraq and Afghanistan, we must keep our promise to those who 

put their lives on the line for us! 

Sincerely, 

Frank D. Pierson 
President 

Neighbors for Refugees • P.O . Box 416 • Larchmont, NY 10538 
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