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August 21, 2020

The Honorable Chad W. Wolf

Acting Secretary

U.S. Department of Homeland Security
Washington, DC 20528

Dear Mr. Wolf:

I am deeply concerned by the plight of sixteen Voice of America (VOA) journalists who
must depart the United States in the coming days following the failure of their employing
agency, the United States Agency for Global Media (USAGM), to seek extensions for their J-1
visas.

Voice of America is a critically important tool that has long helped project American
democratic values and uncensored, factual news and information into some of the world’s most
closed societies. VOA has long depended on foreign journalists to help gather information and
present stories to foreign audiences in multiple languages. Some of the individuals come from
non-democratic countries where they could face retaliation for their work with VOA upon their
return home.

Without action, some of these journalists whose visas have already expired must depart
the country as soon as August 23, and others will have to leave soon after. Iurge you to make
use of all available authorities at your discretion to extend the grace period during which these
individuals will be permitted to remain in the country in order to identify options that will allow
them to remain safe and hopefully continue their important work. The U.S. Government hired
these individuals as uniquely qualified to help us achieve a important foreign policy objective.
Some of them had their contracts extended just in the last few months. They deserve better than
to be kicked out of the country because the new leadership at USAGM has failed to act.
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I thank you for your prompt attention to our concerns.
Sincerely,

ELIOT L. ENGEL
Chairman

cc: The Honorable Carl C. Risch
Assistant Secretary for Consular Affairs, U.S. Department of State
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September 16, 2020

The Honorable Eliot L. Engel
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Chairman Engel:

Thank you for your August 21, 2020 letter to the Department of Homeland Security
(DHS). Acting Secretary Wolf asked that I respond on his behalf.

The J-1 exchange visitor program fosters global understanding through educational and
cultural exchanges. All J-1 nonimmigrant exchange visitors are expected to return to their home
countries upon completion of the program.

In your letter, you express support for several journalists seeking to extend their J-1
nonimmigrant status. You request DHS make use of all available authorities at its discretion to
extend the grace period for these journalists to remain in the United States. Please note that the
applicable regulations at 8 CFR 214.2(j) do not confer authority to DHS to extend the grace
period at its discretion.! Further, the U.S. Department of State (DOS) plays the primary role in
administering the J-1 exchange visitor program. Therefore, we defer to our colleagues at DOS to
more fully address your concerns.

Thank you again for your letter and interest in this issue. Should you require any
additional assistance, please have your staff contact the USCIS Office of Legislative Affairs at
(202) 272-1940.

Respegtfully,
h'Edlow
eputy Director for Policy

! For additional resources and information about possible immigration options, we recommend the individuals visit
the U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services website at www.uscis.gov.
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