











U.S. Department of Homeland Security
U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services
Office of the Director (MS 2000)

Camp Springs, MD 20588-0009

g9 U.S. Citizenship

;@; and Immigration
K Services
January 25, 2023

Capital District Women's Bar Association Legal Project, Inc.
24 Aviation Road, Suite 101
Albany, NY 12205

Dear Capital District Women's Bar Association Legal Project, Inc.:

Thank you for your November 10, 2022 letter to the Department of Homeland Security
(DHS). Secretary Mayorkas asked that I respond on his behalf, and | apologize for the delay in
my response. In your letter, you address several timely and important issues, including concerns
shared by your organization and others about the revision to our Afghan relocation assistance
policy, disparate parole policies and outcomes, and the need to assure the safety of Afghan
nationals abroad.

During Operation Allies Welcome (OAW), the U.S. Government welcomed more than
88,500 Afghan nationals to the United States, as part of one of the largest airlifts in U.S. history.
The vast majority of Afghan nationals who arrived through OAW were paroled by U.S. Customs
and Border Protection (CBP) at the port of entry, which afforded only temporary permission to
remain in the United States. The transition from OAW to Enduring Welcome marked the end of
the port-of-entry parole by CBP to resettle Afghan nationals to their new communities across the
United States and a transition to processing Afghan nationals to the United States through
existing immigration pathways. Enduring Welcome represents the U.S. government’s long-term
commitment to relocation assistance for our allies with a focus on reuniting immediate family
members and providing protection to Afghans who assisted the U.S. government through
existing pathways to durable immigration status. Enduring Welcome is structured to facilitate
resettlement and long-term immigration status upon entry to the U.S. through family-based,
special immigrant, and refugee processing pathways. | also encourage you to review the U.S.
Department of State’s (DOS) guidance for requesting relocation and resettlement for Afghan
nationals to facilitate family reunification under Enduring Welcome.!

As noted in your letter, during OAW, and through Enduring Welcome, many Afghan
nationals have filed humanitarian parole applications hoping to ultimately resettle in the United
States. We understand your concern that many applications have been denied or remain pending,
impacted by the closure of U.S. embassy operations in Afghanistan. Please be assured that U.S.
Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) has been working to address these issues. In
addition to increasing the number of staff both adjudicating and supporting processing of
humanitarian parole applications, on June 23, 2022, USCIS publicly posted its revised
“Guidance on Evidence for Certain Types of Humanitarian or Significant Public Benefit Parole

! https://www.state.gov/afghanistan-family-reunification/.
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Requests,? clarifying the types of evidence that may be relevant in evaluating parole requests
based primarily on protection concerns. The revised guidance provides guidance on additional
types of evidence a petitioner may provide to show a beneficiary is at risk of imminent serious
harm. For those whose cases were denied prior to the revised policy issuance and believe they
should be approved based upon the revised policy, they may file a Form 1-290B, Notice of
Appeal or Motion, without paying a fee, to file a motion to reopen or reconsider the denial of a
parole request.?

You raised in your letter concern of filing fees for humanitarian parole, which we
recognize and appreciate may pose financial challenges to many Afghan nationals. Accordingly,
parole petitioners may file a Form 1-912, Request for Fee Waiver, with their Form 1-131. In
addition, as mentioned earlier, USCIS has exempted the fee for Form 1-290B, Notice of Appeal
or Motion, for Afghan nationals seeking to file a motion to reopen or reconsider the denial of
their parole filing if it was denied between August 1, 2021, and September 30, 2023.* | am
proud to share that, on November 21, 2022, USCIS extended and expanded previously
announced filing fee exemptions and expedited application processing for certain Afghan
nationals.® Expediting processing includes family-based petitions and other immigrant visa
petitions filed on behalf of Afghan nationals. | am hopeful that these actions will continue to
help Afghan nationals resettle and reunite with family in the United States.

Furthermore, DHS will continue working with other federal partners, including
Department of State which leads the effort, to relocate, process, and ultimately resettle into the
United States, eligible Afghan nationals from overseas locations. In fiscal year 2022, USCIS
interviewed 6,250 Afghan nationals in 32 countries for refugee processing. USCIS also
continues to improve refugee processing without sacrificing security, including reducing
processing times for Afghans who have been relocated to Camp As Sayliyah in Doha, Qatar.
USCIS has seen success with these efforts by facilitating concurrent—rather than sequential
processing—to promote timely resettlement in the United States. DHS also collaborated with
DOS to simplify and streamline the Special Immigrant Visa (SIV) application process for
Afghan nationals. As a result of this program efficiency, new Afghan SIV program applicants
filing on or after July 20, 2022, only need to file one form with DOS, a revised Form DS-157, to
request SIV classification. As part of our Enduring Welcome, the U.S. Government will
continue to explore all options to best support at-risk Afghan nationals.

2 https://www.uscis.gov/humanitarian/humanitarian-parole/guidance-on-evidence-for-certain-types-of-humanitarian-
or-significant-public-benefit-parole-requests

3 See Information for Afghan Nationals on Requests to USCIS for Parole “After Filing Your Parole Request”:
https://www.uscis.gov/humanitarian/humanitarian-parole/information-for-afghan-nationals-on-requests-to-uscis-for-
parole.

4 See Information for Afghan Nationals on Requests to USCIS for Parole “After Filing Your Parole Request”:
https://www.uscis.gov/humanitarian/humanitarian-parole/information-for-afghan-nationals-on-requests-to-uscis-for-
parole.

5 See https://www.uscis.gov/newsroom/alerts/uscis-extends-and-expands-fee-exemptions-and-expedited-processing-
for-afghan-nationals and https://www.uscis.gov/newsroom/alerts/certain-afghan-and-ukrainian-parolees-are-
employment-authorized-incident-to-parole .
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Thank you again for your letter and interest in these important issues. Please share this
response with the other organizations that cosigned your letter. Should you require any
additional assistance, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Sincerely,

@M-}M«——-—-

Ur M. Jaddou
Director





