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USCIS Speakers

• Ted Kim, Associate Director, Refugee, Asylum and 
International Operations (RAIO)

• John Lafferty, Chief, Asylum Division

• Brooke Kirkland, Acting Deputy Chief, Asylum Division

• Elizabeth (Beth) Mura, Senior Advisor, Asylum Division



Reminders

• As a reminder, for audio, please make sure you have called 
into the audio conference line:

• Toll-free number: (888) 324-2907 

• Passcode: 8108698 

• Your lines are muted.

• Today’s presentation is not intended for media attribution.



Welcome Remarks 
Ted Kim, Associate Director

Refugee, Asylum and International Operations



Asylum Division Receipts (FY 2023)

Affirmative Asylum
34,066

Credible Fear
13,199

Reasonble Fear
993

Receipts per Program, FY 2023

Cuba
46%

All other countries
22%

Venezuela
18%

Afghanistan
7%

Nicaragua
4%

Colombia
3%

Top Affirmative Asylum Nationalities, 
FY 2023

Data for FY 2023 includes receipts from Oct. 1, 2022, through Nov. 15, 2022.



AMI Statistics
Asylum Processing Rule: Outcome Summary Jun-22 Jul-22 Aug-22 Sep-22 Total
AMI-Eligible Credible Fear Claim Outcomes 600 579 845 486 2,510

Positive Fear Findings1 288 222 338 87 935
Negative Fear Findings2 298 325 453 89 1,165
Admin Closed3 3 9 6 0 18
IJ Dismissals4 3 17 0 0 20
Pending Completion5 8 6 48 310 372

AMI USCIS Case Outcomes 185 143 248 45 621
Asylum Granted 39 17 6 0 62
IJ Referral 85 49 2 0 136
Admin Closed6 39 28 4 0 71
Pending Completion 22 49 236 45 352

AMI Cases Referred to EOIR - Comprehensive EOIR Case Outcomes 83 50 4 0 137
Relief7 1 0 0 0 1
Removal Orders8 10 2 0 0 12
Dismissed by IJ 1 0 0 0 1
Terminated 1 0 0 0 1
Pending 70 48 4 0 122

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Notes:  Data in this report are organized by cohort based on the month of U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP) encounter, rather than by the date of each subsequent event. For example, data in the June 2022 column described fear claims and case outcomes for the 600 people encountered in June 2022, regardless of when their fear claims or AMI cases were adjudicated. U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) data valid as of September 16, 2022. Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) data valid as of September 20, 2022 and Department of Justice (DOJ) Executive Office of Immigration Review (EOIR) data valid as of August 31, 2022. 
1 Include positive fear determinations and negative fear determinations appealed to EOIR and vacated by an Immigration Judge (IJ). 
2 Include negative fear determinations not appealed to EOIR and negative fear determinations appealed to EOIR and upheld by an IJ. 
3 Close reasons to date include dissolve, ineligible for Asylum Processing Rule (APR)/Asylum Merits Interview (AMI) process, and language access. 
4 Cases presumed to be data errors and are pending correction.  
5 Pending completion with USCIS and/or EOIR.  
6 AMI admin closures may occur for various reasons, including an unexcused interview no-show or a noncitizen moving outside of an Asylum Processing Rule (APR)/AMI location; admin closures generally result in referrals to EOIR under standard INA 240 removal proceedings. 
7 Includes Asylum, Asylum Withholding, and Convention Against Torture (CAT) Withholding issued based on Status Conference or INA 240 proceedings. 
8 Includes in absentia and not in absentia removal orders issued based on Status Conference or INA 240 proceedings. Source: DHS Office of Immigration Statistics analysis of USCIS, EOIR, and ICE data. 



Asylum Hiring



Asylum Division Receipts (FY 2022)

Affirmative Asylum
202,000 

Credible Fear
68,300 

Reasonable Fear
6,900 

Receipts per Program, FY 2022

All Other Countries 
35%

Cuba 
23%

Venezuela 
19%

Haiti 
7%

Guatemala 
6%

Afghanistan 
5%

Colombia 
5%

Top Affirmative Asylum Nationalities, 
FY 2022

Data for FY2022 includes receipts from Oct. 1, 2021, through Sept. 30, 2022.



Listening Session

We want to hear from you!

• Operator will provide the instructions on how you can share 
your feedback via the phone.

• Please provide your full name and organization to the 
operator to make a comment.

• Limit your feedback to the topics discussed today. 

• We cannot address case-specific questions.



Concluding Remarks

Thank you for joining today’s session.

To provide additional feedback, please email 
public.engagement@uscis.dhs.gov. 

mailto:public.engagement@uscis.dhs.gov


USCIS Resources
Asylum
uscis.gov/asylum

Form I-589, Application for Asylum and for Withholding of 
Removal (available to submit online)
uscis.gov/i-589

Information for Afghan Nationals
uscis.gov/allieswelcome

Circuit Ride Locations (Operation Allies Welcome)
uscis.gov/humanitarian/information-for-afghan-
nationals/oaw-circuit-ride-locations

12

Exploring Refugee Officer Careers
uscis.gov/about-us/careers/career-opportunities/exploring-
refugee-officer-careers

Upcoming  USCIS National Engagements
uscis.gov/outreach

Electronic Reading Room
uscis.gov/records/electronic-reading-room

DHS Office of Immigration Statistics
https://www.dhs.gov/office-immigration-statistics

Office of Refugee Resettlement Benefits and Services 
Available for Asylees 
acf.hhs.gov/orr/programs/refugees/factsheets

Resources available in English, Arabic, Hindi, Mandarin, 
Russian, Spanish, Turkish

https://www.uscis.gov/humanitarian/refugees-and-asylum/asylum
https://www.uscis.gov/i-589
https://www.uscis.gov/humanitarian/information-for-afghan-nationals
https://www.uscis.gov/humanitarian/information-for-afghan-nationals/oaw-circuit-ride-locations
https://www.uscis.gov/outreach/upcoming-national-engagements
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/orr/programs/refugees/factsheets


Disclaimer

This presentation is not intended to, does not, and may 
not be relied upon to create or confer any right(s) or 
benefit(s), substantive or procedural, enforceable at 
law by any individual or other party in benefit requests 
before USCIS, in removal proceedings, in litigation with 
the United States, or in any other form or manner. This 
presentation does not have the force of law, or of a DHS 
directive.



Dissemination

• This presentation may not be reproduced or further 
disseminated without the express written consent of 
the USCIS Asylum Division.

• Please contact the Asylum Division for additional 
information.



About This Presentation

• Author: USCIS
• Date of last revision: 12/13/2022
• This presentation contains no sensitive Personally 

Identifiable Information (PII).
• Any references in documents or text, with the 

exception of case law, relate to fictitious individuals.
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